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MENQMINEE INDIAN TRIBE ADOPTS EMEKGENUY ORDINANCE TO COMBAT VHS 

KESHENA, WI - On June 11, 2007, the Mcnornince Indian Tribe ol' Wisconsin enact& sn emergency 
ordinanw: aimcd at preventing the spread ul' Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS) to reservation lakes 
and streams. Emergency Ordinance No. 07-01, "Regulations to Contml the Spread ot' Fish and Disease 
and Exotic Species on the Menominee Rcscrvalion" q u i r e s  all boats and watcrcrafi enteri~~g Rescnfation 
waters to be ddisinlected before launching. Similarly, any h a t s  m watercraft leaving Reservation lakcs or 
streams will be required to be cleaned and drained of m y  watcr. 'Tribal leaders and resource managers 
bclicvc that the safeguards set folth i n  Ordinance Lo. 07-0 1 ate essen~ial to the ecar~nmic wellhcing of the 
Tribe, nud the immediate health and weltire OK lhc tribal mcrnbcrship and its valuable natural resources. 

During the summer rnanths, the Menominee lndian Reservation's lakcs artd waterways experience 
increased recreational use with numcrous watercrafts from outside co~nlnunities being used in reservatinn 
waters. There is high risk of spreading VHS if fishermen or recreational users bring in hats  fro111 lakes 
outsidc the KeservationlCounty (especially Lake W innebago). Outside watercrafl pose a threat to the 
Tribe's valuable naturat resources as they are a vehicle for spreading exutic species atid discases like 
VHS. To some, this step may sccm premature or too drastic, but professio~~als in the field of natural 
resources feel nthenuix. '1'0 be completeIy saiL i t  must be assumed that that VtIS has already been 
inrroduced illto Menorninec I .akcs. 

The 'lribe's Conservation Departinent will begin i~nrnediate enforccmer~l of this ordinance slarting with 
routinc spot checks of all watercrafi at boat launching areas. 'l'he public is  encouraged lo cooperate with 
conservariull wardens in its cnforccrnent of the ordinance, and to report suspected violations to 
conservation wardens or other law enforcement perscmnel. The public is also encouraged to contact 
co~~semation wardens if it observes any sick or dead fish in resewat ion waters. 

I f  you would like more information about the Tribe's response to VHS. please contact Waltcr Cox. 
(Tonservation Director, at (7 1 5 )  799-5 1 16. - lsl Lisa Waukau 


